Mary Lou Terrien

]
From: Joanne Pohl <jpohl@samaritas.org>
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 9:10 AM
To: Mary Lou Terrien
Cc: Rep. Lee Chatfield (District 107); Rep. Amanda Price; Rep. David Maturen (District 63);

Rep. Jim Runestad (District 44); Rep. Jason Sheppard (District 56); Rep. Lana Theis
(District 42); Rep. Hank Vaupel (District 47)
Subject: HCR 28

Hello,

My name is JoAnne Pohl and | work in Battle Creek resettling refugees in our local community. It is my understanding
that the committee on local government is planning on voting on HCR 28 either today in committee or on December
7th. This resolution urges a halt to all refugee resettlement until alleged failures to comply with Refugee Act of 1980 are
somehow resolved. However, no court or other competent authority has ever found that the Office of Refugee
Resettlement or any other actors in the resettlement process in Michigan are in violation of the security or local
consultation provisions of the Refugee Act of 1980. There is no indication in the resolution of who or what entity might
ever make an acceptable finding of compliance that could allow refugee resettlement to continue.

In fact, in collaboration with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services State Refugee
Coordinator<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00101_MUiTBagAzW;j2ELUIpWiwoaCrn6vd1Fd3TYI8VCncOM2X4IXCpblUd8zM8n
sQQxvdy8Pa7Rric5LObRS5BKsB_CY9EuEaalf6WG1E8AYINbq5KqCgh6JWLIcDOg18DjlHqoytlp_sDVdMdoXoJhRI204bhLoC
EiYgDPs1gdczSd02io9QRiMdTIYCxgL2psgMNaqiKh8YUvIv7VH-yM6fnEGusngiykF2sNualCBpfsjmV5LTN7A==8&c=yRD-
EjQYARS5TpD-sUiF7ZWrQHYQZYXz9dW09Z8nhmHoYJ-2pZ4BPew==8&ch=ByrLrY1tj_6ugQMDp41TeEUMO6-
dSFBwm7LY_gn0Od0-uvO-P24VDog==>, the refugee resettlement agencies who contract with the U.S. State Department
and Office of Refugee Resettlement conduct regular regional quarterly community consultation meetings around the
state and have done so for many years. The security screening
process<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00101_MUIiTBagAzWj2ELUIpWiwoaCrn6vd1Fd3TYI8VCncOM2X4IXCpblUd8zM8nsQQ
AEhTI6bA7BVWINOYARBVIu_hUbU-LWR9iU8M-zFBChu-160yEdsNQfhvDxeu-Dfopng--
KAtoDjtHjHTELzZWc8grTriBq6iXyOGRK4VAaAGmyNwHqp6EOf_mNBIJxktfl-2Y4RK3y538=&c=yRD-EjQYAR5TpD-
SUIF7ZWrQHYQZYXz9dW09Z8nhmHoYJ-2pZ4BPew==&ch=ByrLrY1tj_6ugQMDp41TeEUm06-dSFBwm7LY_gnOd0-uvO-
P24VDog==> has been well-documented and proven to be highly effective in the course of the admission of 3 million
refugees to the U.S. since
1975.<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00101_MUiTBagAzW;j2ELUIpWiwoaCrn6vd1Fd3TYI8VCncOM2X4IXCpblUd8zM8nsQQYc
920iFa2n80kZ6117Hh9yiYvDGx6Z9Q5Vhooyq_ZnpCDVur2Qg3lsASeNwg-
3IK2BEYx5a0SpzeYSIFaDDyOwF2Taiyf7SMIcH30Czu8Mke6BciGsIBH3jDrBU3RgOrElobwbdyfxo=&c=yRD-EjQYAR5TpD-
sUIF7ZWrQHYQZYXz9dW09Z8nhmHoYJ-2pZ4BPew==&ch=ByrLrY1tj_6ugQMDp41TeEUmMO06-dSFBwm7LY_gnOdO-uvO-
P24VDog==> It is by far the most rigorous form of screening applied to any group of people seeking admission into the
United States. It can take as long as 2 years (sometimes even longer) and goes through several federal agencies,
including the CIA, FBI, and the Department of Homeland Security.

The resolution is concerning because it communicates false and misleading accusations of malfeasance and threat. |
value the economic, social, and cultural contributions of refugees to my community and | urge you to support refugee
resettlement. This resultion represents an unfounded fear of a vulnerable group of people. Please do not give in to the
hate and fear rhetoric this election season has brought. We as Americans and Michiganders are better than this. We are
welcoming and we are a vibrant community with American citizens, immigrants, and refugees.
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Thank you,

JoAnne Pohl

Refugee Case Manager, New American Services Samaritas

2 W. Michigan Ave. Ste. 300,

Battle Creek, M| 49017

517-930-1480

Fax: 269-964-9283

Connect. Empower. Transform.

www.samaritas.org<http://www.samaritas.org/>

LEGAL CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, including any attachments, is intended solely for the use of the named
recipient(s) and may contain confidential or privileged information that is afforded protections under certain State and
Federal privacy and confidentiality laws (the "Rules"). Such Rules prohibit you from making any further disclosure of this
information unless further disclosure is expressly permitted by the written consent of the person to whom it pertains or
as otherwise permitted by the applicable Rules. A general authorization for the release of medical or other information
may not be sufficient for this purpose. If you are neither the intended recipient nor the employee or agent of the
intended recipient responsible for the receipt of this information, you are hereby notified that the disclosure, copying,
use, or distribution of this information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply e-mail and destroy any and all copies of the original message and its attachments. *** Samaritas -
Serving People as an Expression of the Love of Christ. ***



